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Kentucky Court Gets 
POAU Schools Brief 


A Roman Catholic teaching nun 
“has no more rightful place in a free 
public school than St. Peter would 
have in selling shoe laces in front of 
the Seelbach Hotel in Louisville in 
this good year of 1954,” argued Eu- 
gene Siler, former Kentucky appeals 
court judge, in the final brief which 
he recently filed for the plaintiff in 
the current suit testing “public”-paro- 
chial school tie-ups in the state. The 
plaintiff, the Rev. James C. Rawlings 
of Bradfordsville, is president of 
POAU’s affiliate, the Kentucky Free 
Public Schools Committee. 


Though the “Roman Catholic sis- 
ters in question are women of good 
character and . . . adequate scholastic 
training,” Siler observed, they are 
nevertheless functionaries of a church 
which is in “declared opposition to 
a system [of public education]” and 
should not “be employed to help 
operate that system. . . .” He said 
that such employment “might some- 
how be calculated to lead to an in- 
sidious breakdown of some salient 
features of the system itself.” 


The aim of the suit, the POAU 
attorney continued, is to uphold “a 
principle as American as the hot dog 
and as sacred as the right to trial by 
jury.” “We also make clear,” he em- 
phasized, “that we recognize the same 
right for ordinary Roman Catholic 
citizens to serve as public school 
teachers as for Baptist, Methodist or 
other citizens to serve in the same 
capacity.” 

Both sides in the case have agreed 
on a statement of facts which includes 
the following: That 84 garbed sisters 
teach daily in “public” schools of the 
six counties involved; that the public 
school boards conduct classes on prop- 
erty owned by the Roman Catholic 
Church and rented from the Church; 
that each sister is known by a reli- 
gious instead of a legal name, with the 
title, “Sister,” prefixed; that each 


such teacher has taken church vows 
of chastity, poverty and obedience 
and regularly turns over her salary, 
after living expenses, to her religious 
order. Also, that the Nelson County 
Board of Education this year re- 
ceived from the county fiscal court 


$10,000 for transporting Roman 
Catholic parochial school pupils on 
public school busses. On this point, 
Siler alleges that the school board is 
further spending $2,643 of public 
school money for parochial school 
bus transportation, whereas the Ken- 
tucky constitution specifies that only 
money appropriated by fiscal courts 
may be used for this purpose. 


As this issue goes to press the de- 
fendants—Wendell P. Butler, state 
superintendent of public instruction, 
and the county boards of education— 
are to file their final briefs, after 
which the decision of Franklin Circuit 
Judge William B. Ardery will be 
forthcoming. (For earlier stories, see 
Church and State, February, May, 
September, October and November, 
1953, and January, March and April, 
1954.) 





Mangy Cat Escapes 
Government Bag 


“The Spanish Embargo: | brought 
up the question of the embargo on 
munitions of war to Spain. The Presi- 
dent [Franklin D. Roosevelt] is op- 
posed to doing anything about it. He 
said frankly that to raise the embargo 
would mean the loss of every Catholic 
vote next fall and that the Democratic 
members of Congress were jittery 
about it and didn’t want it done. This 
was the cat that was actually in the 
bag, and it is the mangiest, scabbiest 
cat ever. This proves up to the hilt 
what so many people have been saying, 
namely, that the Catholic minorities in 
Britain and America have been dictat- 
ing the international policy toward 
Spain. (5/12/38)"—From “The In- 
side Struggle,” Volume I! of “The Se- 
cret Diary of Harold L. Ickes,” pub- 
lished by Simon and Shuster. 











School Aid Bills 
Again Bogged Down 


With the Administration urging de- 
lay and opposition leaders demanding 
immediate action, recent Senate edu- 
cation subcommittee hearings were 
not expected to lead to concrete re- 
sults. In previous years, enactment 
of general federal aid legislation has 
been stymied because of a deadlock 
over the question of whether or not 
to include parochial schools, but that 
issue is not in the foreground now. 
Each of the bills considered by the 
Labor and Public Welfare Commit- 
tee’s subcommittee—S. 359, S. 2601 
and S. 2779—«alls for aid to the 
states in the construction of “public” 
schools. 

The Administration view, as ex- 
pressed by the Secretary of Health, 
Education and Welfare, Mrs. Oveta 
Culp Hobby, is that no general aid 
program should be undertaken until 
after state and White House confer- 
ences on education (the latter being 
provided for in the House bil!, H. R. 
7601) have been held. Opponents 
describe this as a policy which would 
make school-age children wait years 
for facilities which are badly needed 
now, and Washington Post and 
Times-Herald cartoonist Herblock 
has re-labelled Mrs. Hobby’s depart- 
ment as the “Department of Not-Too- 
Much Health, Education and Wel- 
fare.” 

Senator John Sherman Cooper of 
Kentucky, subcommittee chairman, 
said he was concerned with obtain- 
ing legislation providing a “practical 
amount rather than the ideal 
amount.” His own bill, S. 2601, calls 
for a maximum appropriation of 
$100,000,000. In referring to “ideal” 
amounts, he apparently had in mind 
the $500,000,000-minimum proposed 
by his colleague, Senator Earle C. 
Clements of Kentucky, sponsor of 
S. 359, and the National Education 
Association’s estimate that a $5,000,- 
000,000-minimum is required to meet 
the need for new schools alone. 











Senate Joint Resolution 87, pro- 
posing an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States which would 
make this a “Christian” nation as 
a matter of law, was the subject of 
public hearings last month before the 
Senate Committee on the Judiciary. 
Senator Ralph Flanders of Vermont 
introduced the resolution “by re- 
quest.” It stated the proposed amend- 
ment as follows: 


Section 1. This Nation devoutly rec- 
ognizes the authority and law of Jesus 
Christ, Saviour and Ruler of nations 
through whom are bestowed the blessings 
of Almighty God. 


Section 2. This amendment shall not 
be interpreted so as to result in the es- 
tablishment of any particular ecclesiastical 
organization, or in the abridgement of the 
rights of religious freedom, or freedom of 
speech and press, or of peaceful assemblage. 

Section 3. Congress shall have power, in 
such cases as it may deem proper, to pro- 
vide a suitable oath or affirmation for 
citizens whose religious scruples prevent 
them from giving unqualified allegiance 
to the Constitution as herein amended. 

Commenting on the resolution in 
a statement submitted to Senator Wil- 
liam Langer, Judiciary Committee 
chairman, POAU Executive Director 
Glenn L. Archer declared: 

“Senate Joint Resolution 87 pro- 
poses an amendment to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States . . . which 
would, if adopted, virtually repeal 
the First Amendment. . . . After dis- 
avowing, in Section 2, any intention of 
setting up a religious ‘establishment,’ 
the proposed new amendment makes 
a gesture in Section 3 towards those 
citizens ‘whose religious scruples pre- 
vent them from giving unqualified 
allegiance to the Constitution as here- 
in amended.’ Under this section, non- 
Christians would be placed under the 
stigma of having to be excused by 
Congress from subscribing whole- 
heartedly to the Constitution, and 
would obviously be reduced to second- 
class citizens. Such an amendment 
would work a revolution in the Amer- 
ican way of life, which was founded 
upon the principle that all citizens 
are equal before the law. As James 
Madison, ‘father of the Constitution,’ 
put it: ‘Religion is not within the pur- 
view of human government.’ This 
philosophy, more than anything else, 
set the United States apart from the 
Old World tyrannies and made our 
nation the harbinger of a new and 
better life for all mankind. The adop- 
tion of the amendment proposed in 
Senate Joint Resolution 87 would set 
the clock back by centuries and lose 
for America her coveted role of civ- 


ilized leadership.” 
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Can ‘Devoutness’ Be Legislated ? 


Among witnesses favoring the res- 
olution were spokesmen for several 
California organizations, including the 
League of Christian Parents, the 
Christian Patriotic Rally, the Chris- 
tian Victory Center, the Militant 
Christian Patriots and the Christian 
Patriots for Better Education; also, 
representatives of the Christian 
Amendment Movement, the National 
Reform Association and the Interna- 
tional Reform Federation. 

Witnesses opposing the resolution 
included spokesmen for the Syn- 
agogue Council of America, the Na- 
tional Community Relations Advisory 
Council and the Anti-Defamation 
League of B’nai B’rith. 





Wide ‘Area of Conflict’ 
Seen by Church Paper 


“The area of Bingo and of [school] 
buses is not the last area of conflict 
by any means,” declared “The Advo- 
cate,” official newspaper of the Ro- 
man Catholic Archdiocese of Newark, 
N. J., and of the Paterson Diocese, in 
a May | editorial. The editorial, re- 
viewing the recent election contest 
which led to legalization of bingo 
games under charitable and religious 
auspices, called the vote a victory for 
the “little people.” Encouraged by this 
test of strength, the archdiocesan or- 
gan adopted a chip-on-the-shoulder 
attitude with regard to possible future 
contests in the other “areas of con- 
flict.” 

This bears out what POAU has been 
saying for six years. Local skirmishes 
which in themselves appear to be triv- 
ial often prove to be opening battles 
in an ideological war over basic prin- 
ciple. When religious bodies succeed 
in winning special governmental favors 
—even “small” ones—they set in mo- 
tion a process which, brought to its 
ultimate logical conclusion, means ei- 
ther state domination of churches or 
church domination of the state. Such 
an outcome, in one of its forms (Ro- 
man Catholic domination of the state), 
is positively desired by the Roman 
Catholic Church. Bingo, buses, free 
textbooks, religious indoctrination in 
“public” schools, and similar conces- 
sions all point to the conclusion ex- 
pressed by a Massachusetts legislator 
last year: “[Separation of church and 
state] is the phoniest maxim that ever 
came over the hill” (“Church and 
State” March, 1953)._This legislator 
was arguing then for a proposed con- 
stitutional amendment which is still 
being pushed in the Massachusetts leg- 
islature—House Bill No. 1629 would 
allow the use of public money on be- 
half of “charitable undertakings” and 
schools and hospitals operated by re- 
ligious organizations. Similar proposals 
may be looked for in New Jersey now 
that “Bingo” has been exalted. 














Says It’s Wrong to Put 
Horns on Your Opponent 


“Every red-blooded American 
Catholic rightly gets furious at the 
stupidity of the contents of the faked 
and false Knights of Columbus oath 
which has been rather widely circy- 
lated by fanatics who knew nothin 
about it,” declares Emmett McLough- 
lin in a recent “Message to Cath. 
olics.”” McLoughlin, a former priest 
and the author of the autobiography 
People’s Padre: From Priest to Cit. 
izen (Beacon Press, Boston, $3.95), 
then observes that the Roman Cath- 
olic hierarchy’s attacks on freemason- 
ry are as “stupid” and irresponsibje 
as the false charges brought against 
the Church. 

The alleged oath—once the subject 
of a Congressional _ investigation 
(1913) because it had been used in 
a political campaign against a Roman 
Catholic candidate—speaks of mak- 
ing “relentless war, secretly and open- 
ly, against all heretics, Protestants 
and Masons” and of a duty “to ex- 
tirpate them from the face of the 
whole earth,” and is sworn “with my 
name written with the point of this 
dagger dipped in my own blood and 
sealed in the face of this holy sacra- 
ment.” 

McLoughlin comments: “When I 
was a Catholic priest I went through 
all the degrees of the Knights of 
Columbus. They are a friendly group 
of just average men, joined for mu- 
tual recreation, lower cost drinks, 
and business interconnections. Their 
oath is a very innocuous one of loy- 
alty to God and country and of the 
preservation of all secrets of the or- 
der. I have never heard of any secrets. 
No blood is ever spilled. . . .” 
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| NEWS Jrom Jar and Near 


@ A rebate of taxes to all parents who send their children to private 
schools is one of the proposals of the Colorado Schools Protective Association. 
The Denver Post has called the scheme a brain-child of Thad Ashby, edi- 
torialist of the Colorado Springs Gazette-Telegraph. Publishers of the latter 
are Harry Hoiles of Colorado Springs and R. C. Hoiles of Santa Ana, Calif., 
two individuals who oppose the very idea of public education. The Colorado 
Schools Protective Association, however, denies that it advocates “abolishing 
the public school system.” 











@ The seventy-fifth anniversary of the founding of Roman Cath- 
olic schools in the Flemish-speaking parts of Belgium will be cele- 
brated on June 12—amidst increasing tension between church lead- 
ers and the government because the latter has announced that it 
intends to review the amounts of state subsidies to church schools 
to see where cuts can be made. 


@ Does the Fair Labor Standards Act apply to religious organizations? 
This question is slated for review by the United States Supreme Court in 
a case involving the Pilgrim Holiness Church of Indianapolis. The church 
is appealing a federal district court decision that it had violated the minimum 
wage, overtime and record-keeping requirements of the Act. Church officials 
argue that it has nineteen workers, including ordained ministers, who do 
not consider themselves hired employees but rather as persons “engaged in 
a work for the Lord... .” 


@ An “overemphasis on confessionalism in many fields of public 
life’ was noted in a recent report of the West German Protestant 
group known as the Working Committee for Gospel and Public. 
Meeting at the Evangelical Academy in Tutzing, the group observed 
that church affiliation rather than professional competence was 
being made a determining factor in the selection of public officials, 
business personnel and cultural leaders. The report said that this 
tendency was “in open contrast to the constitutional foundations 
of our public life,” and also criticized the formation of “profes- 
sional, social and economic organizations on the basis of confessional 
beliefs.” 


@ “Dictatorship!” cried the Roman Catholic bishops of Wisconsin as 
they commented through a spokesman last month on the state’s recodified 
school legislation. In a speech at Kenosha before the Wisconsin Council of 
Catholic Women, the Rt. Rev. Msgr. Edward Kinney declared that the 
Provincial Conference of Roman Catholic Bishops views the changes em- 
bodied in the recodification as “vicious” and tending to make a “dictator 
and inspector” of the state superintendent of public instruction. The 
bishops, he indicated, were particularly rankled over the possible “arbitrary 
denial or the threat of denial of state aid’’ to school districts indulging in 
irregular practices. This, according to the bishops, would endanger “the 
tolerant and kind existence together of tax-supported and locally-supported 
parish schools. . . .” Last year, the Provincial Conference had sought to 
have the word “public” dropped from all references to “schools” in the 
state education laws, but were defeated after the Wisconsin Council of 
Churches attacked the move as subversive of the principle of church-state 
separation (Church and State, June, 1953). 


@ The United States Supreme Court’s recent decision outlawing 
racial segregation in public schools has given rise to talk of resist- 
ance in various states—and some of this talk has a bearing on the 
question of separation of church and state even though the case 
itself was unrelated to that question. As the “Christian Science 
Monitor” pointed out editorially on May 24: “Some of these [pro- 
posed] detours could be dangerous—such as Georgia’s proposal 
to pay state tuition money to private and church schools. It would 
be tragic and ironical indeed were an overwhelmingly Protestant 
state to breach so massively the wall of separation between church 
and state.” 
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Detroit, New York 
POAU Rallies Held 


Sparked by Organization Director 
John C. Mayne, POAU’s current 
series of area meetings in various 
parts of the country is continuing. 
Detroit and New York City have been 
host cities for the latest. 

Convening at the Metropolitan 
Methodist Church on May 22, De- 
troit leaders heard addresses by Dr. 
Clyde W. Taylor, secretary of affairs 
of the National Association of Evan- 
gelicals and a national POAU trustee; 
Emmett McLoughlin, author of Peo- 
ple’s Padre (Beacon Press, Boston, 
$3.95); and Organization Director 
Mayne, giving the “Forecast for 
POAU.” 

In New York City, the area pro- 
ceedings were held in two sessions 
at the Community Church on May 
23 and 24. The films, “Persecution— 
U. S. A.” and “Banderilla” were 
shown and McLoughlin and Mayne 
shared the speaker’s platform with 
Kenneth Greenawalt, attorney for the 
American Civil Liberties Union, the 
Rev. Dr. W. Stanley Rycroft, author- 
ity on Latin America; and others. 
Forums on “The Message of Re- 
ligious Liberty” and “Defending the 
Public Schools” were featured. 





Eighty-Four Public Units 
At St. Patrick’s Command 


“St. Patrick’s Parade Will Have 
84 Units,” proclaimed a Savannah, 
Georgia, newspaper headline last 
March. The story, sent to national 
headquarters by a POAU member, 
revealed that the 84 units were large- 
ly made up of vehicles, bandsmen 
and other personnel of the municipal 
police, the U. S. Army, the U. S. 
Navy, the Marines, the Coast Guard, 
the National Guard, public as well 
as parochial schools, and other pub- 
lic agencies. 

The whole affair brings to mind the 
cynical taunt of the late Josef Stalin: 
“How many divisions does the Pope 
command?” (In this instance we may 
read it, “How many divisions does 
St. Patrick command?”) The Roman 
Catholic Church as a spiritual force 
will always stand superior to Stalin’s 
mockery—but when it literally calls 
upon government “divisions” to lend 
it prestige, it ceases to be a spiritual 
force and a strange twist is given to 
Stalin’s words, which acquire a new 
force never intended by their author. 
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Organize for Action 


How to Organize a Chapter 


1. Invite eight or ten leaders (laymen and clergymen) to meet and 
discuss church-state problems with a view to organizing a strong local 
agency of national POAU. 


Appoint a chairman and a committee to call another meeting within 
two weeks. Report of progress should be mailed to national POAU imme- 
diately. (Do not throw the burden of organizing a new chapter upon the 
city Ministerial Alliance or Council of Churches.) 


2. Hold an invitational meeting of one or two dozen selected leaders 
representing many denominations, lodges, and educational groups. Have 
a brief educational program, play the 6th Conferénce recording, and, if 
possible, have a national POAU staff member speak. Set up a temporary 
chapter organization committee or “steering committee.” 

Select a time and place for the formal organization meeting, which 
should be held within a month. 


3. Convene a chapter organization meeting in a small but adequate 
church or lodge room. Arrange a program featuring a carefully selected 
speaker. In the business session, be prepared to offer a slate of as many as 
eighteen directors. The directors will then select officers from directors’ 
group. Provide for nominations from the floor. 


4. Apply for a charter from national POAU, to be formally presented 
at the next public meeting. Enroll new members for the local chapter. Dues 
will be shared between the local and national groups (see Board Rules). 
A program committee should be instructed to provide an agenda of educa- 
tion, membership enrollment, and action. 





THE OBJECTIVES OF POAU 


NATIONAL 


1. To mobilize public opinion in support of religious liberty, and to 
resist every attempt to break down the wall of separation between church 
and state. 


2. To oppose the appointment of any U. S. diplomat to the Vatican. 


3. To work against the enactment of, or for the repeal of, any law 
which sanctions the granting of aid to church schools from the public 
school or federal treasury. 


4. To invoke the aid of the courts in maintaining the integrity of the 
Constitution with respect to the separation of church and state, and to give 
all possible aid to the citizens of any State who are seeking to protect their 
public schools from sectarian domination. 


LOCAL 
The major purposes of local POAU chapteis are: 


1. To unite Americans on the local level to achieve the objectives 
of POAU;, and, as the agency of National POAU, to aid in financing the 
National program by securing contributions and new members. 


2. To inaugurate within the local group a program of education up- 
holding our great tradition of religious freedom and to extend that pro- 
gram to the entire community. 


3. To expose to public view the devious ways in which church-state 
separation laws are violated, and in conjunction with national POAU to 
curb and correct these violations. 


4. To make a positive witness for religious liberty in the community 
by advocating freedom for all groups with malice toward none. 
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TYPICAL CHAPTER 
ACTIVITIES 


Two-day POAU area meetings 
which include study groups, forums, 
as well as mass meetings have been 
held recently in St. Louis, For 
Worth, Chicago, and New Yor 
City. Attendance has been good 
and participation by local leaders 
excellent. 


A new POAU chapter has been 
formed at Roanoke, Virginia. Execy. 
tive Director Glenn L. Archer spoke 
for the group. New officers have 
been elected. 


The Kentucky Free Public Schools 
Committee recently sponsored EFx- 
ecutive Director Archer as principal 
speaker at a series of eleven meet- 
ings. The tour was climaxed by a 
mass meeting in Louisville’s Me. 
morial Auditorium at which Judge 
Eugene Siler shared the speaker's 
platform with Archer. 


The Baptist ministers of the Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, area recently had Or- 
ganization Director John C. Mayne 
speak before their Association. It is 
hoped that a new chapter in Okla- 
homa will grow out of this meeting. 





PROGRAM SUGGESTIONS 


Play the new Sixth National Con- 
ference recording with addresses of 
Glenn L. Archer and Emmett Mce- 
Loughlin (two 30 minute programs). 


Sponsor a public religious liberty 
meeting with the assistance of Na- 
tional POAU, featuring a_ well- 
known speaker. 


Review People’s Padre by Emmett 
McLoughlin. Also, review The Irish 
and Catholic Power by Paul Blan- 
shard. 


Hold a “Town Meeting” asking 
four prominent leaders (including 
one from National POAU) to discuss 
various viewpoints on “The Amer- 
ican Way in Church-State Rela- 
tions.” 


Plan now to have a representative 
of your chapter attend the 7th Ne- 
tional Conference on Church and 
State in Washington, D. C. on Janu- 
ary 20, 1955. 


A year-round project for chapter 
members would be the task of an- 
swering through the “letters to the 
editor column” of the local news- 
paper those who would oppose 
church-state separation. 


CHURCH AND STATE 
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Pointing to the religious freedom 
enjoyed by Roman Catholics in the 
United States, a delegation of Protes- 
tants visited the Colombian Embassy 
in Washington last month and de- 
manded the same religious freedom 
for Protestants in Colombia. (Later, 
the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
A. took the same stand in a resolution 
adopted by its 166th General Assembly 
in Detroit, copies of which were sent 
to the Vatican, members of the U. S. 
Congress, President Eisenhower, Sec- 
retary of State Dulles, the Colombian 
Ambassador to the U. S., the U. S. 
Ambassador to Colombia, the Di- 
vision of Human Rights of the United 
Nations, and the Organization of 
American States.) The spokesmen 
were: Charles P. Taft, general board 
member of the National Council of 
Churches; Dr. W. Stanley Rycroft, 
secretary for Latin America of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A.; 
Dr. James E. Ellis, administrative 
secretary for Latin American fields 
of the Methodist Board of Missions; 
and Dr. Earl F. Adams, director of 
the Washington office of the National 
Council of Churches. 

In the absence of the Colombian 
ambassador, the delegation met with 
Chargé d’Affaires Alfonso Patino and 
told him that currently projected 
constitutional changes in Colombia 
“would deny to Protestants many 
freedoms—to hold religious gatherings 
in homes; to publish magazines, 
books and papers; to use the public 
press and broadcasting facilities; and 
to teach freely in Protestant educa- 
tional institutions.” The Protestant 
leaders said that such restrictions 
would be in conflict with the 1846 





Church Aids POAU 


From Own Budget 


“Our church has placed $150.00 in 
its budget for support of POAU,” 
the Rev. Howard H. Hollowell of the 
Oak Cliff Methodist Church, Dallas, 
Texas, revealed in a recent letter to 
POAU Organization Director John 
C. Mayne. Observing that the alloca- 
tion “is not a large amount, but 
represents for us a beginning,” the 
minister concluded: “May God con- 
tinue to bless you in your faithful 
work for him.” 

Here is another evidence of the 
growing feeling among churchmen 
throughout the country that POAU 
has earned their direct and effective 


support. 
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Reciprocal Rights Asked of Colombia 


treaty of friendship between the 
United States and Colombia and with 
the United Nations Declaration of 
Human Rights; as well as with a 
December 6, 1953 utterance of Pope 
Pius XII which seemingly called for 
universal religious toleration. 

Even as the delegation met with 
the Colombian diplomat, news from 
Bogota indicated that his government 
was beginning to relent slightly in its 
latest anti-Protestant campaign be- 
cause of foreign indignation over acts 
of persecution. President Gustavo Ro- 
jas Pinilla told a group of San Andres 
and Providencia islanders that he had 
ordered the reopening of five Prot- 
estant schools which had previously 
been closed under a government regu- 
lation concerning Roman Catholic 
“mission territories’ (Church and 
State, May). Several days later, Min- 
ister of Education Manuel Mosquera 
Garces “explained” his position by 
saying that the schools had been 
closed because they taught the Eng- 
lish language and American history 
and geography instead of the Spanish 
language and Colombian history. He 
reiterated his contention that the is- 
lands are “mission territory” in the 
face of the islanders’ claim that they 
are overwhelmingly Protestant, but 
added that the five Protestant schools 
would be reopened “provided they 
comply with the general regulations.” 

Meanwhile, the provincial director 
of education ordered the reopening of 
a Presbyterian school in Tierralta, 
Cordoba Department, previously 
closed by the mayor. The education 
official conceded the argument of the 
Rev. G. Lee Steward that Tierralta is 
not “mission territory.” 





Church Dissatisfied 
With Spain’s Censors 


Biting the hand that feeds him, the 
editor of the Spanish church maga- 
zine, Ecclesia, recently lashed out 
against the Franco government’s cen- 
sorship policy. He was able to do so 
because his is the only publication 
not subjected to censorship—a priv- 
ilege granted to the publication as 
the official organ of the episcopacy 
of Spain’s established church. 

According to a May 16 dispatch 
of Madrid correspondent Camille M. 
Cianfarra to The New York Times, 
Ecclesia’s editor-in-chief, the Rev. 
Jesus Iribarren, called for “adoption 
of a law allowing freedom of informa- 
tion.” But these words mislead the 





reader, for “freedom of information” 
is restricted in Spain under Official 
agreement between the Roman Cath. 
olic Church and the government. On 
August 27, 1953 in Rome representa. 
tives of the Holy See and of the 
Spanish Government signed a Cop. 
cordat which provides, among other 
things, the following: 
ARTICLE XXVI: . . . Ordinaries fos 
the Roman Catholic Church] may 
the banning and suppression of textbooks, 
publications and other teaching materia] 
— contrary to Catholic dogma and 
mo: le 


ARTICLE XXIX;: The state will assure 
that services and institutions which mold 
public opinion, and in particular radio and 
television, grant due attention to the ex. 
planation and defense of the religious 
truths, a task which will be entrusted to 
priests and members of religious orders and 
in accordance with the Ordinary. 

The idea that the Roman Catholic 
Church has the right to censor “heret- 
ical opinions” is embodied in Canon 
Law and has been reiterated by var- 
ious popes. Canon 1384 says: 


The Church has the right to demand that 
Catholics shall not publish any books with- 
out first submitting them for her judgment 
and approval, and to forbid for a good 
reason the reading of books published by 
anyone. Whatever is prescribed under this 
title regarding books shall be applied also 
to newspapers, periodicals, and all other 
published writings, unless the contrary is 
certain. [Woywod and Smith, A Practical 
Commentary on the Code of Canon Law, 
V. I, p. 141.) 

Looked at in perspective, there- 
fore, Ecclesia’s blast against govern- 
ment censorship reveals itself to be 
a part of the struggle for dominance 
between the two parties to Spain’s 
unnatural church-state union. The 
question is, “Who shall do the cen- 
soring?”’, not “Shall there be censor- 
ship?”’ The Church wishes censorship 
to be entirely within its own hands, 
with the government a mere ratifier 
and enforcer of the ecclesiastical 
bans. The Franco government, like 
all totalitarian governments, wishes 
to exercise this power itself. 

The policy really desired by the 
Church can be gleaned from a state- 
ment of the Spanish primate, En- 
rique Cardinal Pla y Deniel, as quot- 
ed in Father Iribarren’s editorial. 
According to the Cardinal, a press law 
should be enacted which would “steer 
a middle course between journalistic 
licentiousness and censorship.” By 
“licentiousness,”’ Cardinal Pla Y Den- 
iel means, of course, the expression 
of views which are not approved by 
the Roman Catholic Church. 





Church and State gives you infor- 
mation on the “touchy” questions 
which other publications tend to 
“play down.” 
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More harm will come to the Chris- 
tian religion from the “frenzy which 
has seized America to legislate Chris- 
tianity” than from the “persecution 
it is now suffering under the tyranny 
of Communists,” Mrs. Agnes E. Mey- 
er declared as she delivered the an- 
nual Ware Lecture before the Amer- 
ican Unitarian Association in Boston 
on May 22. The speaker, wife of the 
board chairman of the Washington 
Post and Times-Herald and a noted 
writer on education and welfare, as- 
sailed those to whom religion has 
become merely the latest fad. 

“Tf you don’t bring God into every 
Cabinet meeting, political convention 
or other assembly,” she said, “‘it is 
bad public relations.” 

Mrs. Meyer specifically mentioned 
the proposal to insert “under God” 
in the pledge of allegiance (S. J. Res. 
126, sponsored by Senator Homer 
Ferguson) and the so-called Chris- 
tian Amendment resolution (S. J. 
Res. 87, introduced “by request” by 
Senator Ralph Flanders) as examples 
of the bad trend to which she referred. 

American secular government, Mrs. 
Meyer contended, is “the finest pro- 
duct of five centuries of thoughtful 
statesmanship. . . . It is the secular 
tolerance of religious diversity which 
alone makes brotherhood possible in 
our country.” 





Should Churchmen 
Be ‘Highwaymen’? 


“*Toll Road’ to raise church funds: 
Highway patrol and other state officials 
have granted the Methodist church at 
Millington, eighteen miles from Mem- 
phis, Tenn., permission to make five 
miles of the main highway between 
the two communities a “toll road” next 
July 17 in an effort to raise $50,000 
for the church’s proposed educational 
building. Laymen’s groups from the 
church will put up toll gates of papier- 
mache at a point five miles outside 
Millington on that day, a Saturday. 
Motorists will be asked to contribute 
a dollar to the building fund but no 
effort will be made to bar noncon- 
tributors from using the road. Each 
time a dollar is given, it will be clipped 
to others and the toll gate will be 
moved nearer to Millington by the 
length of the bills. Thus, it is hoped, 
the entire distance will be spanned 
and a total of $52,800 received.”— 
From “The Alliance Weekly,” Chris- 
tian and Missionary Alliance magazine, 
May 12. 

It will not be surprising if many of 
the motorists get the feeling that they 
have been stopped by Jesse James and 
his band rather than by the represent- 
atives of a church. 
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falls Politicians’ Piety Harmful to Christianity 


The speaker decried what she called 
a forgetfulness of history on the part 
of many church leaders today. The 
public schools were made secular at 
the demand of churchmen interested 
in securing religious liberty and free- 
dom discrimination, she said, but now 
various church groups have reversed 
their policy and are seeking a return 
to the old ways. One of their claims 
is that “their organizations are the 
only defense we have against Com- 
munism,”’ Mrs. Meyer observed, but 
she said the claim overlooks the fact 
that “Communism is strong where 
poverty and social injustice prevail 
and weak where democratic principles 
have established a higher regard for 
the sacredness of life and the rights 
of the individual.” 





Jersey City Opens Up 
Medical School Bids 


Jersey City Mayor Bernard J. Ber- 
ry turned an overnight somersault 
last month on the question of the 
city’s disposition of its huge Medical 
Center. First he was quoted as say- 
ing that Jersey City on the advice of 
its legal department, would go ahead 
and lease the property to Seton Hall 
(Roman Catholic) University with- 
out taking bids from other institu- 
tions; shortly afterwards, he an- 
nounced that the Seton Hall proposal 
would not be acted on “at this time,” 
explaining: 

“Although our law department has 
advised me that it is not necessary 
to advertise for bids in matters such 
as this, I feel that it would be in 
the best interests of the city to ex- 
plore all fields and possibilities with 
other schools, colleges, universities 
and groups.” 

Undoubtedly, an important factor 
in bringing about the mayor’s change 
of heart was the opposition of var- 
ious organizations which did not wish 
to see public property handed over 
to a sectarian institution (Church and 
State, April). 





Out of Bounds, the address de- 
livered by Executive Director Glenn 
L. Archer at POAU’s Sixth National 
Conference on Church and State, and 
Sauce for the Goose, the comparative 
study of Colombian and American 
practices prepared by POAU Presi- 
dent Edwin McNeill Poteat for the 
Conference, have both been printed 
and are available for distribution. 





Protestant, Catholic 
Views Aired in ‘Look’ 


“What Disturbs Protestants About 
Catholics?” and “Must Protestants 
Distrust Catholicism?” were the titles 
of two articles appearing in “Look” 
Magazine on May 18 and June 1, re- 
spectively. In the first, Dr. James H. 
Nichols of Chicago University Divinity 
School presented an able summation of 
Protestant grievances against the Ro- 
man Catholic Church arising out of 
that church’s hostility to the principle 
of separation of church and state. In 
the second, John Cogley, executive ed- 
itor of the Roman Catholic lay weekly, 
“Commonweal,” gave a dazzling dis- 
play of apologetic skill. The material 
in both articles is already familiar to 
readers of “Church and State,” but it 
is a tribute to the effectiveness of 
POAU’s work that “Look” and other 
mass circulation publications are de- 
voting increasing attention to the 
problems of church-state relations. It 
is significant, too, that Cogley, a layman 
whose writings appear with no Im- 
primatur or other sanction of his 
church, and whose views are frequently 
in conflict with those of Francis Car- 
dinal Spellman and his colleagues 
in the church hierarchy, is nevertheless 
selected frequently by secular editors 
to present the “Catholic” point of view. 
The secular editors do so because they 
feel that Cogley’s presentation would 
be more palatable to the general pub- 
lic than would any presentation by a 
dogmatic authority. 











‘Religious’ Bills 
Hit by Adventists 


The past four years “have wit- 
nessed ever-increasing threats to the 
cause of religious liberty and the 
work of God,” the quadrennial Gen- 
eral Conference of Seventh-day Ad- 
ventists was told at its recent meet- 
ing in San Francisco. The speaker, 
Dr. Alvin W. Johnson, secretary of 
the denomination’s Religious Liberty 
Department, said that “the very 
meaning” of the principle of sepa- 
ration of church and state is being 
challenged today and that “open op- 
position . . . is rampant.” 

As examples of current “dangerous 
religious legislation trends,” Dr. 
Johnson cited “laws hindering the sale 
and distribution of religious liter- 
ature, Sunday laws limiting what one 
can do on the first day of the week 
regardless of one’s religious convic- 
tions, and efforts to institute a new 
calendar which would disrupt the 
weekly cycle for the first time in 
history.” 

The Seventh-day Adventist leader 
called for a return to the “principle 
of ‘soul liberty.’ ” 








Reciprocal Rights Asked of Colombia 


Pointing to the religious freedom 
enjoyed by Roman Catholics in the 
United States, a delegation of Protes- 
tants visited the Colombian Embassy 
in Washington last month and de- 
manded the same religious freedom 
for Protestants in Colombia. (Later, 
the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
A. took the same stand in a resolution 
adopted by its 166th General Assembly 
in Detroit, copies of which were sent 
to the Vatican, members of the U. S. 
Congress, President Eisenhower, Sec- 
retary of State Dulles, the Colombian 
Ambassador to the U. S., the U. S. 
Ambassador to Colombia, the Di- 
vision of Human Rights of the United 
Nations, and the Organization of 
American States.) The spokesmen 
were: Charles P. Taft, general board 
member of the National Council of 
Churches; Dr. W. Stanley Rycroft, 
secretary for Latin America of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A.; 
Dr. James E. Ellis, administrative 
secretary for Latin American fields 
of the Methodist Board of Missions; 
and Dr. Earl F. Adams, director of 
the Washington office of the National 
Council of Churches. 

In the absence of the Colombian 
ambassador, the delegation met with 
Chargé d’Affaires Alfonso Patino and 
told him that currently projected 
constitutional changes in Colombia 
“would deny to Protestants many 
freedoms—to hold religious gatherings 
in homes; to publish magazines, 
books and papers; to use the public 
press and broadcasting facilities; and 
to teach freely in Protestant educa- 
tional institutions.” The Protestant 
leaders said that such restrictions 
would be in conflict with the 1846 





Church Aids POAU 
From Own Budget 


“Our church has placed $150.00 in 
its budget for support of POAU,” 
the Rev. Howard H. Hollowell of the 
Oak Cliff Methodist Church, Dallas, 
Texas, revealed in a recent letter to 
POAU Organization Director John 
C. Mayne. Observing that the alloca- 
tion “is not a large amount, but 
represents for us a beginning,” the 
minister concluded: “May God con- 
tinue to bless you in your faithful 
work for him.” 

Here is another evidence of the 
growing feeling among churchmen 
throughout the country that POAU 
has earned their direct and effective 


support. 
6 


treaty of friendship between the 
United States and Colombia and with 
the United Nations Declaration of 
Human Rights, as well as with a 
December 6, 1953 utterance of Pope 
Pius XII which seemingly called for 
universal religious toleration. 

Even as the delegation met with 
the Colombian diplomat, news from 
Bogota indicated that his government 
was beginning to relent slightly in its 
latest anti-Protestant campaign be- 
cause of foreign indignation over acts 
of persecution. President Gustavo Ro- 
jas Pinilla told a group of San Andres 
and Providencia islanders that he had 
ordered the reopening of five Prot- 
estant schools which had previously 
been closed under a government regu- 
lation concerning Roman Catholic 
“mission territories’ (Church and 
State, May). Several days later, Min- 
ister of Education Manuel Mosquera 
Garces “explained” his position by 
saying that the schools had been 
closed because they taught the Eng- 
lish language and American history 
and geography instead of the Spanish 
language and Colombian history. He 
reiterated his contention that the is- 
lands are “mission territory” in the 
face of the islanders’ claim that they 
are overwhelmingly Protestant, but 
added that the five Protestant schools 
would be reopened “provided they 
comply with the general regulations.” 

Meanwhile, the provincial director 
of education ordered the reopening of 
a Presbyterian school in Tierralta, 
Cordoba Department, previously 
closed by the mayor. The education 
official conceded the argument of the 
Rev. G. Lee Steward that Tierralta is 
not “mission territory.” 





Church Dissatisfied 
With Spain’s Censors 


Biting the hand that feeds him, the 
editor of the Spanish church maga- 
zine, Ecclesia, recently lashed out 
against the Franco government’s cen- 
sorship policy. He was able to do so 
because his is the only publication 
not subjected to censorship—a priv- 
ilege granted to the publication as 
the official organ of the episcopacy 
of Spain’s established church. 

According to a May 16 dispatch 
of Madrid correspondent Camille M. 
Cianfarra to The New York Times, 
Ecclesia’s editor-in-chief, the Rev. 
Jesus Iribarren, called for “adoption 
of a law allowing freedom of informa- 
tion.” But these words mislead the 





reader, for “freedom of information” 
is restricted in Spain under 0 ficial 
agreement hetween the Roman Cath. 
olic Church and the government, Op 
August 27, 1953 in Rome representa. 
tives of the Holy See and of the 
Spanish Government signed a Cop. 
cordat which provides, among other 
things, the following: 

ARTICLE XXVI: . . . Ordinaries [of 
the Roman Catholic Church] may demand 
the banning and suppression of textbooks 
publications and other teaching material 
ee ee contrary to Catholic dogma and 
mo 5 


ARTICLE XXIX: The state will assure 
that services and institutions which mold 
public opinion, and in particular radio and 
television, grant due attention to the ex- 
planation and defense of the religious 
truths, a task which will be entrusted to 
priests and members of religious orders and 
in accordance with the Ordinary. 

The idea that the Roman Catholic 

Church has the right to censor “heret- 
ical opinions” is embodied in Canon 
Law and has been reiterated by var- 
ious popes. Canon 1384 says: 
The Church has the right to demand that 
Catholics shall not publish any books with- 
out first submitting them for her judgment 
and approval, and to forbid for a good 
reason the reading of books published by 
anyone. Whatever is prescribed under this 
title regarding books shall be applied also 
to newspapers, periodicals, and all other 
published writings, unless the contrary is 
certain. [Woywod and Smith, A Practical 
Commentary on the Code of Canon Law, 
V. I, p. 141.) 

Looked at in perspective, there- 
fore, Ecclesia’s blast against govern- 
ment censorship reveals itself to be 
a part of the struggle for dominance 
between the two parties to Spain’s 
unnatural church-state union. The 
question is, “Who shall do the cen- 
soring?”, not “Shall there be censor- 
ship?” The Church wishes censorship 
to be entirely within its own hands, 
with the government a mere ratifier 
and enforcer of the ecclesiastical 
bans. The Franco government, like 
all totalitarian governments, wishes 
to exercise this power itself. 

The policy really desired by the 
Church can be gleaned from a state- 
ment of the Spanish primate, En- 
rique Cardinal Pla y Deniel, as quot- 
ed in Father Iribarren’s editorial. 
According to the Cardinal, a press law 
should be enacted which would “steer 
a middle course between journalistic 
licentiousness and censorship.” By 
“licentiousness,” Cardinal Pla Y Den- 
iel means, of course, the expression 
of views which are not approved by 
the Roman Catholic Church. 





Church and State gives you infor- 
mation on the “touchy” questions 
which other publications tend to 
“play down.” 
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“galls Politicians’ Piety Harmful to Christianity 


More harm will come to the Chris- 
tian religion from the “frenzy which 
has seized America to legislate Chris- 
tianity” than from the “persecution 
it is now suffering under the tyranny 
of Communists,” Mrs. Agnes E. Mey- 
er declared as she delivered the an- 
nual Ware Lecture before the Amer- 
ican Unitarian Association in Boston 
on May 22. The speaker, wife of the 
poard chairman of the Washington 
Post and Times-Herald and a noted 
writer on education and welfare, as- 
sailed those to whom religion has 
become merely the latest fad. 

“Tf you don’t bring God into every 
Cabinet meeting, political convention 
or other assembly,” she said, “‘it is 
bad public relations.” 

Mrs. Meyer specifically mentioned 
the proposal to insert “under God” 
in the pledge of allegiance (S. J. Res. 
126, sponsored by Senator Homer 
Ferguson) and the so-called Chris- 
tian Amendment resolution (S. J. 
Res. 87, introduced “by request” by 
Senator Ralph Flanders) as examples 
of the bad trend to which she referred. 

American secular government, Mrs. 
Meyer contended, is “the finest pro- 
duct of five centuries of thoughtful 
statesmanship. . . . It is the secular 
tolerance of religious diversity which 
alone makes brotherhood possible in 
our country.” 





Should Churchmen 
Be ‘Highwaymen’? 


“*Toll Road’ to raise church funds: 
Highway patrol and other state officials 
have granted the Methodist church at 
Millington, eighteen miles from Mem- 
phis, Tenn., permission to make five 
miles of the main highway between 
the two communities a “toll road” next 
July 17 in an effort to raise $50,000 
for the church's proposed educational 
building. Laymen’s groups from the 
church will put up toll gates of papier- 
mache at a point five miles outside 
Millington on that day, a Saturday. 
Motorists will be asked to contribute 
a dollar to the building fund but no 
effort will be made to bar noncon- 
tributors from using the road. Each 
time a dollar is given, it will be clipped 
to others and the toll gate will be 
moved nearer to Millington by the 
length of the bills. Thus, it is hoped, 
the entire distance will be spanned 
and a total of $52,800 received.”— 
From “The Alliance Weekly,” Chris- 
tian and Missionary Alliance magazine, 
May 12. 

It will not be surprising if many of 
the motorists get the feeling that they 
have been stopped by Jesse James and 
his band rather than by the represent- 
atives of a church. 











Junz 1954, VoL. 7, No. 6 


The speaker decried what she called 
a forgetfulness of history on the part 
of many church leaders today. The 
public schools were made secular at 
the demand of churchmen interested 
in securing religious liberty and free- 
dom discrimination, she said, but now 
various church groups have reversed 
their policy and are seeking a return 
to the old ways. One of their claims 
is that “their organizations are the 
only defense we have against Com- 
munism,”’ Mrs. Meyer observed, but 
she said the claim overlooks the fact 
that “Communism is strong where 
poverty and social injustice prevail 
and weak where democratic principles 
have established a higher regard for 
the sacredness of life and the rights 
of the individual.” 





Jersey City Opens Up 
Medical School Bids 


Jersey City Mayor Bernard J. Ber- 
ry turned an overnight somersault 
last month on the question of the 
city’s disposition of its huge Medical 
Center. First he was quoted as say- 
ing that Jersey City on the advice of 
its legal department, would go ahead 
and lease the property to Seton Hall 
(Roman Catholic) University with- 
out taking bids from other institu- 
tions; shortly afterwards, he an- 
nounced that the Seton Hall proposal 
would not be acted on “at this time,” 
explaining: 

“Although our law department has 
advised me that it is not necessary 
to advertise for bids in matters such 
as this, I feel that it would be in 
the best interests of the city to ex- 
plore all fields and possibilities with 
other schools, colleges, universities 
and groups.” 

Undoubtedly, an important factor 
in bringing about the mayor’s change 
of heart was the opposition of var- 
ious organizations which did not wish 
to see public property handed over 
to a sectarian institution (Church and 
State, April). 





Out of Bounds, the address de- 
livered by Executive Director Glenn 
L. Archer at POAU’s Sixth National 
Conference on Church and State, and 
Sauce for the Goose, the comparative 
study of Colombian and American 
practices prepared by POAU Presi- 
dent Edwin McNeill Poteat for the 
Conference, have both been printed 
and are available for distribution. 





Protestant, Catholic 
Views Aired in ‘Look’ 


“What Disturbs Protestants About 
Catholics?” and “Must Protestants 
Distrust Catholicism?” were the titles 
of two articles appearing in “Look” 
Magazine on May 18 and June 1, re- 
spectively. In the first, Dr. James H. 
Nichols of Chicago University Divinity 
School presented an able summation of 
Protestant grievances against the Ro- 
man Catholic Church arising out of 
that church's hostility to the principle 
of separation of church and state. In 
the second, John Cogley, executive ed- 
itor of the Roman Catholic lay weekly, 
“Commonweal,” gave a dazzling dis- 
play of apologetic skill. The material 
in both articles is already familiar to 
readers of “Church and State,” but it 
is a tribute to the effectiveness of 
POAU’s work that “Look” and other 
mass circulation publications are de- 
voting increasing attention to the 
problems of church-state relations. It 
is significant, too, that Cogley, a layman 
whose writings appear with no Im- 
primatur or other sanction of his 
church, and whose views are frequently 
in conflict with those of Francis Car- 
dinal Spellman and his colleagues 
in the church hierarchy, is nevertheless 
selected frequently by secular editors 
to present the “Catholic” point of view. 
The secular editors do so because they 
feel that Cogley’s presentation would 
be more palatable to the general pub- 
lic than would any presentation by a 
dogmatic authority. 











‘Religious’ Bills 
Hit by Adventists 


The past four years “have wit- 
nessed ever-increasing threats to the 
cause of religious liberty and the 
work of God,” the quadrennial Gen- 
eral Conference of Seventh-day Ad- 
ventists was told at its recent meet- 
ing in San Francisco. The speaker, 
Dr. Alvin W. Johnson, secretary of 
the denomination’s Religious Liberty 
Department, said that “the very 
meaning” of the principle of sepa- 
ration of church and state is being 
challenged today and that “open op- 


position . . . is rampant.” 
As examples of current “dangerous 
religious legislation trends,” Dr. 


Johnson cited “laws hindering the sale 
and distribution of religious liter- 
ature, Sunday laws limiting what one 
can do on the first day of the week 
regardless of one’s religious convic- 
tions, and efforts to institute a new 
calendar which would disrupt the 
weekly cycle for the first time in 
history.” 

The Seventh-day Adventist leader 
called for a return to the “principle 
of ‘soul liberty.’ ” 





IN THE SPIRIT OF LIBERTY 





Typical of volunteer workers serving POAU chapters all over the country is the group 
shown above helping to send out one of the huge mailings from national headquarters. Through 
their devoted efforts, the message of religious freedom is transmitted directly into American 
homes throughout the land. 





CHURCH AND STATE 


Monthly Organ of 
Protestants and Other Americans United for Separation 
of Church and State 


1633 Massachusetts Ave., N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 








‘Cradle’ Song 
Hits False Note 


The “cradle of civil and religious 
liberty in the United States” was St. 
Mary’s County, Md. according to an 
assertion made on a recent Faith of 
Our Fathers Catholic Goodwill broad. 
cast. This claim is based on a dis. 
tortion of American history. 

The liberty granted in the colony 
of Maryland under its Roman Cath. 
olic proprietor, Cecil Calvert (Lord 
Baltimore), extended only to persons 
“professing to believe in [the divin- 
ity of] Jesus Christ” and in the doc. 
trine of the Trinity—something far 
short of the concept of religious lib- 
erty as it was later embodied in the 
United States Constitution. The best 
that can be said for the Maryland 
colonial charter and the 1649 Act of 
Toleration is that their provisions 
regarding freedom of conscience were 
somewhat in advance of the time. 
Between the founding of Maryland 
in 1634 and the passage of the act, 
immigration of Roman Catholics into 
the colony (originally intended as a 
refuge for them) had lagged, and an 
important motive in the move for 
“toleration” was a desire to fill the 
gap with Protestants. But even under 
the new “toleration,” the penalty of 
“death and confiscation or forfeiture 


of all . . . lands” was decreed for any- 
one who “shall from _ henceforth 
blaspheme God . . . or shall deny our 


Saviour Jesus Christ to bee the sonne 
of God, or shall deny the holy Trinity 
the ffather sonne and holy Ghost, or 
the Godhead of any of the said Three 
persons of the Trinity or the Unity 
of the Godhead. . . .”’ Surely, it is 
a shocking thing for any present-day 
American to point to such a docu- 
ment, decreeing death for dissenters, 
as having come forth from the “cradle 
of civil and religious liberty in the 
United States”! 





POAU Treasurer 


Convalescing 


Edward H. DeGroot, Jr., the ven- 
erable and highly respected gentle- 
man who has been treasurer of POAU 
since the organization’s founding, is 
now up and about again after having 
undergone a recent operation. This 
is good news indeed for all his friends 
and well-wishers, and to the POAU 
members who know of his inde- 
fatigable labors in the cause of re- 
ligious liberty. 


June 1954, Vor. 7, No. 6 














